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at which they are known to us, and the boundai which they afterwards reached. We exam the origin of their various dialects, and disc the hypothesis of a primitive Semitic languag
" The second book is devoted to the Hebi and the Phoenician. Some portions of it will i be found of much value to the general reac but by far the greater part is perfectly intelligi to him, and of great importance to all stude of the Old Testament.
"In the third book M.  Renan passes to consideration of the second period in the deveL ment of the Semitic languages, which he c the  Aramaic age.    The   first   chapter   of t division  contains much  that  bears directly indirectly upon Biblical  studies.    The seco which discusses the Nabathaean branch of Aramaic literature, leads us far away from th paths of knowledge which most of us are cal to tread.    The third, which is devoted to Christian branch of the same literature, cor nearer to the  circle of studies in which th who   are  not   Semitic   scholars  usually  mo without, however, passing its circumference, the fourth chapter, the spectacle of the cont of the Greek and the Semitic mind, during Aramaic age, is more generally instructive.
" The next book carries us to Christian Ab